East Side Walk

East side is one of the 77 official community areas of Chicago. It is located between the Calumet
River and Indiana state line, just south of 95th St.
East Side, until recently, was socially and economically dominated by the Calumet River and the
jobs it supported. The community got its name from the river because it was located on its east
bank. The river formed the once-thriving industrial Port of Chicago. A cluster of riverside docks
and slips allowed materials of all sorts to be loaded and unloaded onto adjacent railroad lines,
and the river itself was lined with steel mills. Republic Steel began operations here in 1901. The
Republic mill was the site of frequent union unrest, culminating in the Memorial Day Massacre
of 1937 and the successful drive by the United Steel Workers to organize the Chicago mills.
Many of the neighborhood's residents during this period were families of Slovenia, Croatian and
Serbian heritage, who had emigrated from Europe to work in the steel mills and take related
jobs. In the 1950s, the East Side was divided in two by the Chicago Skyway. The riverside steel
mills and heavy industries went into serious decline in 1970-2000, and are no longer the
mainstay of the neighborhood.
Currently, there are proposed plans to expand East Side's Calumet Park and Beach, and to
extend the existing lakefront bicycle path to the proposed new lakefront parklands in adjacent
South Chicago. This proposed future expansion of Chicago's southern lakefront parklands will
result in the connection of Calumet Park to Rainbow Beach, the South Shore Cultural Center,
and Jackson Park.
-

From Wikipedia

Today, the area is largely Hispanic and residents work primarily as city workers, white collar or
in non-production jobs.
Start your walk of East Side by pulling into William W. Powers State Recreation Area entrance
at 126th and Avenue O, turn left once inside, and find a parking space close to access to the
Burnham Greenway. Map Points:
1. William Powers State Recreation Area
This is the only state park within Chicago. This park consists of 580 acres of which 419
are water. It encompasses Wolf Lake which provides outstanding fishing. It straddles the
Illinois and Indiana state line. If you fish off the peninsula marked by 1A on the map and
plan to fish on both sides of the bridge, you will need an Illinois and Indiana fishing
license. Otherwise you can buy one license and fish only on that side of the bridge!
Once you’ve had your fill of the park, head to the westernmost part of the park and pick up
the Burnham Greenway. The trailhead is on the left about 0.5 miles ahead along the park
road.

2. Eggers Grove
The Burnham Greenway cuts through the western side of the forest preserve, but the
day we walked was so beastly hot, we cut over into the forest preserve over a little
boardwalk about half way into the preserve (at 114th St.). It was shadier and provided
needed relief from the sun. We emerged in front of an open area with the Eggers Grove
Comfort station, built in the 1930s, which was locked (and undergoing restoration?),
but there is a water fountain and port-a-potty. The preserve is part of the Cook County
Forest Preserve System and Eggers Grove touts itself as, “Right along the Illinois-Indian
border, 241 acre Eggers Grove is a rich, wet woodland, perfect for a picnic and games
followed by a spring walk to see wildflowers and birds.”
From the Comfort Station, walk across the open field north to 112th St. Cross 112th to Avenue C
3. Residences along Avenue C
Stroll along the neat and well-kept residences along Avenue C to get a feel of how
people live in the neighborhood.
When you get to 106th Street, make a left (west) and walk through some area retail. There are
many ice cream shops to enjoy! When you get to Ewing Ave., you can wait for the #30 bus on
the northwest corner. There is more retail up and down Ewing Ave if you want to browse
before the bus comes. Catch the bus and head back to the Powers Recreation Area to pick up
your car.

The SE Chicago Drive to Other Points of Interest

Leave the Powers Recreation Area and head to 130th street. Right before Route 94, you will
see an exit on your right for S. Doty Ave. Take it and follow it to:

1. Harborside International Golf Center
11001 South Doty Avenue East
The Port of Chicago consists of three facilities in this area: Iroquois Landing for ship
cargo, Dougherty Harbor (terminals and harbor operations on Lake Calumet) and
Harborside International Golf Center. There must be a story about how a Golf Center
ended up in this industrial area run by the Port Authority, but I don’t know it! You can’t
get into the Harbor operations, but as you make your way to the golf center, you will
see glimpses through fencing. Once you get to the Golf Center, walk out to the back
deck to view the golf courses as well as an expansive view of Lake Calumet and its
terminals.
The Port of Chicago is run by the Illinois International Port District and under fire for
underperforming in its management of this strategic asset. The City of Chicago has
called for privatization and the Civic Federation has called for the dissolution and
restructuring of the District, arguing that the District has no strategic vision or
accountability.
2. Trumbull Park Homes and Trumbull Park
106th and S. Bensley Ave.
The last of three Public Works Administration projects commissioned in Chicago as part
of Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal, Trumbull Park Homes is arguably one of the CHA's
most historically significant buildings in its housing portfolio. Built in 1938, the
development features a low-density design of two-story rowhouses and three-story
apartment buildings spread out across 21-acres. Turmoil erupted in 1953, when the first
Black families moved into Trumbull. Daily outbursts of rioting broke out and continued
for more than seven months. From 1953 to 1957, sporadic acts of violence, including
aerial bombs, riots and arrests, accompanied the move-in of black families. The subject
made a 1954 issue of Time Magazine and spurred a march on city hall by the Chicago
Negro Chamber of Commerce. – from the Chicago Housing Authority website
Trumbull Park (2400 E 105th St.) is located next door and features a classically-designed
Beaux Arts fieldhouse built in 1914, as well as a magnificent stand of gingko trees in its
central plaza. It is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
3. Calumet Fisheries, 3259 E 95th St.
This famous fishery is known for smoking their own fish on site.

3A. Blues Brothers Bridge 95th St. Bridge at Calumet River (US-12), Chicago IL
This is the scene of the famous “jump” over the drawbridge in The Blues Brothers
movie.

4. Skyway Doghouse 9480 S Ewing Ave
Another famous eatery whose specialty is hot dogs.
5. Iroquois Landing
This is part of the Port of Chicago and one of the largest stevedoring (cargo loading and
unloading off ships) sites in North America. You can’t get in here, but if you pull in the
driveway on your left (north) off 95th street just after crossing Ewing and drive up to the
gate you will get a glimpse through the fence of the massive cargo yard. Who knew this
was here??? It has the same impact in its gargantuan presence as the steel mills once
did!
6. Calumet Park 9801 S. Avenue G
This park is where it is happening in SE Chicago!! We’ve walked this park twice and it has
been jam packed with activity both times. On the day we took the walk through East
Side, it was so hot and humid that Powers Park and Eggers Grove had almost no visitors.
Once we arrived in Calumet Park, we could barely drive. There were people everywhere.
And for good reason. This lakeside park of 200 acres offers a beach, boat launch,
softball, football, and soccer fields, picnic groves, playgrounds and a fieldhouse with
extensive programs. As mentioned earlier, the proposed future expansion of Chicago's
southern lakefront parklands will result in the connection of Calumet Park to Rainbow
Beach, the South Shore Cultural Center, and Jackson Park.
7. Old U.S. Steel Southworks Steel Mill site
430 lakefront acres between 79th street and the Calumet River
Though a few remnants like old stone walls and tunnels remain on this property, the
steel mill has been completely dismantled. Steelworkers Park exists on the east side of
the southern portion and Park 566 is planned for the east side of the northern portion.
A mega development project between U.S. Steel and McCaffery Interests slated for the
balance of the 430 acres officially died this year after 12 years of planning.
U.S. Steel is now selling the property outright. DNA Info reports that, “The project is
being rebranded as 8080 Lakeshore and Cushman and Wakefield have come in as the
brokers. The group is marketing the land as close to Hyde Park and the future Barack

Obama presidential library and the historic Pullman neighborhood, and are casting a
wide net in search of industrial, research, entertainment, residential and mixed use
projects.
The new division of the land creates three properties east of the Lake Shore Drive
extension ranging in size from 56 to 135 acres. A fourth parcel west of Lake Shore Drive
is 111 acres and is closer to neighboring South Chicago, but has no access to the three
miles of lakeshore on the site.”

